There are about 16,325 species of described bees in the world (Michener 2000) . They differ from sphecoid wasps, their closest relatives, by having branched hairs on the body and en enlarged hind basitarsus. As in the case of many other insect groups, bees of Sri Lanka have not been adequately studied systematically or biologically, except for the honey bee species Apis cerana. Hence no information exists about the number of bees that occur in Sri Lanka or about their diversity. Many species of bees have been recorded from Sri Lanka but this information is mostly scattered in the taxonomic literature. The Catalogue of Hymenoptera (Dalla Torre 1896) listed 17 bee species from Sri Lanka while Bingham (1897) gave descriptions of 47 species. Strand (1913) identified 42 species of which 12 were described as new. Since then more bees have been recorded and described from Sri Lanka by many authors. Little is known about the biology of most of the native bees of Sri Lanka. Relevant biological information and a key for identification of (Indian) genera can be found in Batra (1977) .
The higher classification of bees has been changing recently. Gauld and Bolton (1988) recognized only two families, Sphecidae and Apidae in the superfamily Apoidea. They classified all bees within Apidae in different subfamilies. Michener (1993) , recognized 11 families of bees within an informal series Apiformis of Apoidea but later reduced the number of families to seven (Michener 2000) .
The objective of this work is to present a complete and updated list of bees known to occur in Sri Lanka in order to encourage and facilitate taxonomic work on Sri Lankan bees.
Descriptions and distribution records of bees from Sri Lanka were gathered by surveying the taxonomic literature. The currently valid scientific name of each species was determined by reviewing the literature in consultation with old world bee taxonomists.
LIST OF BEES FROM SRI LANKA
Four of the seven families Colletidae, Halictidae, Megachilidae and Apidae are represented in Sri Lanka. It was found that 132 species of bees have been recorded from Sri Lanka. They are listed below under their respective family groups as recognized by Michener (2000) . A short general introduction to each family group, based mainly on O´Toole and Raw (1991) is followed by the currently valid species names. The general distribution of the species within Sri Lanka is given when locality information has been available in the literature. Each specific name is followed by the reference to its original description and other references relevant to Sri Lanka including any junior synonyms, all in italics. The abbreviations for district names used to indicate distribution are as follows:
Hylaeinae
Hylaeine bees are relatively hairless, wasp-like and lack pollen carrying scopa. Females transport pollen in their crops. Many species nest in plant stems, plant galls, beetle borings, old cells of bees and wasps and some nest in the ground. Of the three species known from Sri Lanka the identity of H. monilicornis has not been firmly established (Snelling 1980 Hylaeus sedens Snelling, 1980: 13. Note: Known only from a single specimen.
Halictidae
This family has over 5000 species worldwide. Many halictids are metallic in coloration and the family includes solitary as well as primitively eusocial bees. All four subfamilies, Rophitinae, Halictinae, Nomiodinae and Nomiinae are represented in Sri Lanka. Most halictids excavate nests in the ground and line their brood cells with a mixture of chemicals which is not transparent as in colletids.
Rophitinae

Systropha tropicalis Cockerell: KAN, MAT, GAL
Systropha tropicalis Cockerell, 1911a: 227; Baker 1996 Baker : 1535 . Systropha butteli Friese, 1913: 87; Friese 1918: 509.
Nomiinae
Nomiinae are mostly solitary bees but communal, quasisocial or semisocial species are known. Many males of this bee group have their hind femora and occasionally their hindtibia swollen and armed with stout spines. The species listed below in the genus Nomia with no indication of their subgenera need to be restudied. Probably most of them will be placed in the genus Lipotriches. The new combinations are according to C. D. Michener.
Lipotriches (Austronomia) austella (Hirashima) comb. Cockerell, 1911e: 231, Strand 1913 Halictus ciris Cameron, 1897 : 105, Blüthgen 1931 300. Halictus kandycola Strand, 1913 : 139, Blüthgen 1926 . Lasioglossum (Ctenonomia) cire : Sakagami 1990 . Note: A series of specimens identified by Sakagami (1990) Smith, 1857 : 42: Blüthgen 1931 327. Halictus schmiedeknechti Friese, 1918 : 493, Blüth-gen 1931 . Halictus nalandicus Strand, 1913 : 140, Blüthgen 1926 . Halictus centrophorus Strand, 1913 : 140, Blüthgen 1926 Halictus sigiriellus Cockerell, 1911d : 190, Blüthgen 1931 Megachilidae A large family of bees with thousands of species distributed world wide. Three tribes in the subfamily Megachilinae are represented in Sri Lanka.
Nomia ustula
Halictus vagans
Megachilinae
Megachilinae are commonly called leaf-cutter and mason bees. A majority of the species makes nests in existing cavities in wood. Most line their cells or partition them with material collected by the females. The kind of material varies according to the species and includes leaves, petals, chewed leaves or petals, plant or animal hairs, plant resins or mud and pebbles.
Lithurgini
Lithurgini is represented by a single species of Lithurgus. They are solitary and known to excavate their nests in timber and they do not line their cells. 
Apidae
The Apidae is a large family with thousands of species world wide. The former family Anthophoridae is included in Apidae and subfamily Anthophorinae is treated as a tribe in the present Apinae. The Apidae is divided into three subfamilies Apinae, Nomadinae and Xylocopinae, all of which are represented in Sri Lanka.
Xylocopinae
The Xylocopinae are known as carpenter bees, due to their habit of excavating nests in solid wood or pith of plant stems. Three of the four tribes occur in Sri Lanka.
Xylocopini
The large carpenter bees are grouped in the tribe Xylocopini. They are probably the most familiar group of bees next to the honey bees. Most of them are solitary and excavate their nests in hard wood. X. tranquibarica is known to be nocturnal (Batra 1977) . The species in the subgenus Biluna are known to nest in bamboo, Nyctomelitta in wood, Zonohirusta in rotten wood, Nodula in dry branches, Koptortosoma and Platinopoda in wood or bamboo (Batra 1977 
Allodapini
The Tribe Allodapini include subsocial or primitively eusocial bees that nest in pithy stems or twigs. Four species are known from Sri Lanka.
Braunsapis cupulifera (Vachal) Allodape cupulifera Vachal, 1894 Nomada wickwari Meade-Waldo, 1913 : 99, Alexander & Schwarz 1994 .
Apinae
The former subfamily Anthophorinae is included in the current subfamily Apinae. Of the 19 tribes recognized by Michener only five are represented in Sri Lanka.
Eucerini
Eucerini are ground-nesting bees. Males of these species have unusually long antennae. Strand: NUE. Tetralonia commixtana Strand, 1913: 146. Tetralonia taprobanicola Strand: TRI. Tetralonia taprobanicola Strand, 1913: 147. Tetralonia (Thygatina) 
Tetralonia commixtana
Melectini
All melectine species are cuckoo bees in nests of other anthophorine bees. Most of them are conspicuous having patches of silvery, metallic blue or white hairs on black back ground. ( Crocisa ceylonica Friese, 1905 : 4, Friese 1918 : 511, Strand 1913 Cockerell, 1911c : 311, Strand 1913 . Crocisa ramosa var reepeni Friese, 1918 : 496, Lieftinck 1962 Thyreus surniculus Lieftinck, 1959 : 30, Lieftinck 1962 . Thyreus ramosellus (Cockerell) : PUT, TRI. Crocisa ramosella Cockerell, 1919: 191 Thyreus ramosellus (Cockerell) 
Thyreus ceylonicus ceylonicus
Crocisa takaonis
Apini
The Apini include the highly eusocial and familiar honey bees. There are three species of honey bee in Sri Lanka. A considerable number of studies has been carried out on the Sri Lankan honey bee, Apis cerana (Punchihewa 1994) .
Halictus carinifrons Cameron 1904
Halictus carinifrons Cameron, 1904 : 302, Blüthgen 1931 
